Getting Hospital Prices
Under Control

Survey of 1,212 registered voters conducted
September 4 to 8, 2026
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Reducing healthcare prices is a top voting issue, second only to the cost
of living more generally.

Top 3 Most Important

Address inflation [ 72w

Reduce healthcare prices | 55

nd the war in Iran [ s

Lower federal taxes _ 35%
Reduce the budget deficit _ 25%

Reduce crime _ 23%
Address climate change _ 18%
Strengthen the border _ 17%
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Nearly nine in ten voters say it is important for
Congress to lower hospital prices.

How important is it that Congress take action within the next two years to lower the price of hospital care?

B Very important ® Fairly important Just somewhat important ® Not that important Not sure

| Very . 0
89% important % Total important %
Democrats 68 93
Independents/lean 54 85
Republicans 51 86
Less than S50k 62 89
S50k-S99k 60 91
10% .
2% $100k+ 54 86
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Voters don’t worry that Congress will get too involved in setting prices —
they worry it won’t do enough to lower hospital prices.

Overall, which concerns you more: that the people we elect to Congress will get too involved in setting hospital prices, or t hat the people we elect to
Congress won’t do enough to lower hospital prices?

B Too involved in setting hospital prices B Won't do enough to lower hospital prices Not sure
| 79%
72% | 73%
: 67%
| 24%
20% ! 199
. | 15% %
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More than three in four voters favor each proposal to address rising

hospital prices.
Strongly

W Strongly favor B Somewhat favor 2024

Please indicate whether you favor or oppose each policy.

Require hospitals to fully disclose the prices they charge before providing care
68% 24% 92% NA

Prevent hospitals from charging more than doctors’ offices when they provide the

same outpatient services 58% 29% 87% 51

Prevent hospitals from charging hospital facility fees for services provided at
outpatient clinics or for telehealth visits

50% 35% 85% 42

Limit what hospitals can charge for healthcare services to no more than twice the

price that Medicare pays 47% 31% 79% 33
Prevent hospitals from engaging in anti-competitive business tactics
46% 32% 78% 36
Limit hospital mergers and acquisitions that decrease competition and reduce
39% 36% 76% 31

patients' choice of healthcare providers
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Key advantage: voters believe the government can reduce healthcare
prices without hurting the quality of care.

Which of these statements about healthcare prices do you agree with more?

A. The government can reduce healthcare prices without B. The government cannot reduce healthcare prices without
hurting the quality of care provided. hurting the quality of care provided.
B A--much more B A--somewhat more B--somewhat more M B--much more
91%
0 o
81% 11/24 % 83%
72%
A 75
B 18
22%
o
89 1%
RS
All DEM IND GOP
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Seven in ten voters feel that hospital profits are unreasonable.

Are the profits earned by hospitals these days generally reasonable or unreasonable?

B Very reasonable B Somewhat reasonable B Somewhat unreasonable M Very unreasonable
70% Democrats 23 69
Independents 19 72
Republicans 22 70
Northeast 25 66
South 21 71
Midwest 21 71
West 22 70
Urban 22 72
Suburban 21 70
Rural 22 68
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Very few voters feel that a law reducing healthcare prices
would have a negative impact on patient choice or hospital
quality.

If Congress passed legislation to reduce hospital prices, do you think that would have a positive impact, neutral
impact, or negative impact on the following?

M Positive impact Neutral impact B Negative impact

Patients’ ability to choose their doctors

0, 0, 0,

Hospitals’ ability to maintain operations
and provide needed care

39% 38%

The quality of care provided by

. 35% 43% 23%
hospitals
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